BRICKS    WITHOUT    STRAW

mainly on its fighting spirit and the daring of its
leader, Pilsudski.

The great crisis of the New Poland, the crisis
of 'to be or not to be', came in 1920, when
Pilsudski, anticipating a Soviet attack, took the
initiative. By then he had an army of 600,000 men
and he scored an initial success by occupying Kiev
and other areas. But his success was short-lived.
The Red Army, far better equipped, and far larger
in numbers than the Polish armies in the various
sections, launched a counter offensive which swept
the Poles back to the very gates of Warsaw. The
Soviet made no secret of its object in the war with
Poland. The Commander of the Red troops issued
an order on and July 1920 in which he said;
cThe destinies of world revolution will be settled
in the West. Our way toward world-wide confla-
gration passes over the corpse of Poland.* Nothing
could be clearer than that.

Poland appealed for help to the Allies. The
details of the negotiations that ensued are irrelevant
to our purpose here. Suffice it to say that no help
came. Poland received neither money, nor equip-
ment, only an Anglo-French mission. The Soviet
Army seemed to be marking time and nothing
happened for many weeks. Then Pilsudski evolved
a brilliant plan of attack (wrongly attributed to
General Weygand, Marshal Foch's Chief of Staff,
and a member of the Anglo-French mission) and>
relying on the ardent spirit of his men against
overwhelming odds, inflicted a smashing defeat on
the Red troops, capturing tens of thousands of
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